
 
 

 

1 October 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

As we move in to October I would like to draw your attention to a number of issues: 

Attendance  

September’s attendance at whole school level has been disappointing. This is not entirely surprising 

in the context of COVID but it must be an area for improvement as attendance at school really is 

essential for academic improvement and success. DE’s message in terms of attendance is simple, 

that “Every School Day Counts” and that if you “Miss School” you “Miss Out”. I have for your 

convenience enclosed DE’s parent information leaflet on attendance and their most recent advice in 

terms of sending children to school if they appear ill.  

PHA advice remains the same that “Parents must not send their child/children to school if they or 

anyone in their household are displaying any COVID 19 symptoms.” I want to thank you for 

continuing to follow this guidance. Your vigilance is helping to keep all of us safe from the virus. We 

remain blessed that we have had no confirmed cases amongst students or staff. Please continue to 

contact Reception to let us know if your child’s absence is COVID related, inform us if your child is 

being tested and keep us updated on results received.  

That said, my hope is that we can work together to make sure that COVID concerns are the only 

reason why a child is absent from school and that we all push for 100% attendance between now 

and Halloween (15 school days). 

Continuous Monitoring Tasks  

Monday 5th October – Friday 16th October is the first Assessment Window of this academic year. All 

students will be completing CM tasks in every subject. These tasks are our first opportunity to see 

where are students are in terms of their learning following Lockdown and their experience of 

Remote Learning. Please support us in ensuring that your child takes them seriously, prepares 

properly for them and does their best in them. The CMs are particularly important for Year 11 and 

12. Students and parents should be aware that outcomes could be used to determine Predicted 

Grades in subjects, if moving forward, they were required.  

Uniform and PE uniform  

Thank you for your support in terms of equipping your child with the school’s PE kit.  We have seen a 

fantastic improvement in the last few weeks and are delighted to see our students wearing their PE 

kit with pride as they travel to and from school. Our position on the wearing of the full school PE kit 

remains the same. If your child does not have the prescribed school PE kit they should wear their 

ordinary uniform to school on the days that they have PE, until such times as they are in a position 

to come to school in school PE kit. 

Face coverings 

Thanks too for continuing to provide your child with a face mask. Please ensure that your child 

brings a face mask to school every day and help us by encouraging them to wear them on corridors, 

in bathrooms, in the canteen and on buses. School face masks are available to purchase from the 

office at a cost of £2.  
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Government continue to encourage the wearing of facemasks in schools and across society. This 

week they have released guidance on steps that students and staff should be taking to keep schools 

safe. I have enclosed the flyer for your information. Please re-enforce these key health and safety 

messages with your child. 

Free School Meals  
Please ensure that you have submitted your application to the Education Authority (EA) for Free 
School Meals if your child is entitled to receive them.  It is important that your child has the 
opportunity to avail of this provision but it is also important to us as a school, as funding reflects 
FSM entitlement.  
 
 If you have questions or concerns about attendance or CMs or anything else for that matter in this 
very difficult time, please contact myself or a member of the team. In the meantime, take care and 
god bless.  
 
 
 
Catriona McAteer 
PRINCIPAL 
 

 

 


